
 
 
Who We Are
Community Mennonite Church of Lancaster is an inclusive, progressive, Mennonite/Anabaptist 
Christian peace church. We are a member congregation of the Atlantic Coast Conference of 
Mennonite Church USA, and of the Supportive Communities Network. To read our full 
covenant, core values and statement on LGBTQ inclusion, as well as more information 
about our congregation and denomination, please visit our website: 

www.communitymennonite.org/about-us/what-we-believe/ 


CMCL Vision Prayer 
	 Through your grace, O God, form us into a community  
	 called to follow Jesus,  
	 known and loved by you,  
	 nourished throughout our lives by  
	 worship, relationships and the biblical story,  
	 open to new voices and new dreams,  
	 committed to one another in times of celebration and difficulty,  
     	 responsive to human need with justice and compassion.  
	 May your Spirit draw us together into your new creation. 

Land Acknowledgement Statement
We acknowledge that Community Mennonite Church of Lancaster owns land that was 
inhabited by the Susquehannock confederacy (also known as the Conestoga) and Lenape 
people at the time of European contact. We lament our ancestors’ complicity in land theft 
from Indigenous Peoples and how we benefit from a legacy of exploitation and genocide. 
We intend for this statement to be a first step in a journey of healing and reconciliation. 

Dismantling Racism Statement 
	 The predominantly white CMCL community acknowledges a history of unearned privilege 	
	 and opportunity that occurred at the expense of those of color. We commit to move beyond  
	 mere words to tangible reparative acts, increasingly reflected in our annual church budget 	
	 and through individual contributions. We see this lifelong process of learning and action to 	
	 be transformational yet acknowledge this is only a step. 
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Offering Prayer 
You are invited to take 1-3 colored hexagons and write down: "I thank God for ____" or 
"God, bring joy to ______” 

Offertory            
Medley of Christmas Carols 

Prayer Loom 
You will be invited to bring forward your written prayers and attach to the prayer loom 

Communion 
“In collective longing for a taste of your Kindom on earth, we join together in echoing 
the prayer of Jesus:”


Our loving God, in whom is heaven … 

Prayer to Close Communion 

Sharing Time & Prayer 
Loving God…hear our prayers 

Announcements & Introduction of Visitors 

Closing Song 

Benediction 
Family of faith,

in a hurting and lonely world,

in a battered and bruised society, there is good news:

Jesus Christ is born!

So as you leave this place,

may you be quick to laugh and quick to hope.

May you look for reasons to be grateful.

May you not hesitate to join in the dance,

or join in the song.

May you extend a hand to your neighbor,

and find God in every moment of joy.

For unto you a child is born.

That is good news!

So go in peace trusting in that promise.

Go in peace, and go with joy.

Amen.


communion: enfleshed.com

call to worship: Don’t Hesitate, by Mary Oliver


Prelude  
Dark of Winter/Canon de Noel 

Lighting of the Advent Candle 

Welcome & Call to Worship 
Don't Hesitate

If you suddenly and unexpectedly feel joy,

don’t hesitate. Give in to it. There are plenty

of lives and whole towns destroyed or about

to be. We are not wise, and not very often

kind. And much can never be redeemed.

Still, life has some possibility left. Perhaps this

is its way of fighting back, that sometimes

something happens better than all the riches

or power in the world. It could be anything,

but very likely you notice it in the instant

when love begins. Anyway, that’s often the

case. Anyway, whatever it is, don’t be afraid

of its plenty. Joy is not made to be a crumb.

God is in our joy.

God is in this room.

We have reason to celebrate.

We have a reason to sing.

Thanks be to God for the bright hope of this day. 

Gathering Song

Joy to the World 

Scripture — Luke 2:10, Isaiah 9:2-3a 
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—
wonderful, joyous news for all people.

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.

    On those living in a pitch-dark land, light has dawned.

You have made the nation great;

    you have increased its joy.

They rejoiced before you as with joy at the harvest,

    as those who divide plunder rejoice.


Children’s Time               Come and See 

Loving God,  
You love when we laugh.  
You love when we play.  
You love when we share.  
Remind us that your good news  
is for all people.  
Amen.
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